INTERLUDE   IN   BLACK                 gi
dingy encampment could be seen trooping towards the
" plan " where there were running water-taps. Here, with
the aaight shift which ceased work at five, they washed
themselves. In the morning sunshine their wet brown
bodies were a moving bronze frieze and they chattered and
grinned as we passed. My colleague and I had the use of a
small outhouse which the management had given over to us.
Here we kept our evil smelling whale overalls, our flensing
knives, the log-books in which we kept our records, jars of
specimens, bottles of formalin. After we had been
working about a fortnight the flies, which grew and multi-
plied exceedingly, as may be well imagined, all round the
whaling station, had grown and multiplied to such an
extent in our abode that whenever we opened the door a
black cloud flew out into the outer sunshine without causing
any evident diminution of the teeming population within.
We hung fly-papers about in festoons but they soon became
blackened with victims without any effect Accordingly we
adopted another stratagem which, repeated at weekly
intervals, was astonishingly effective. At the end of our
day's work, when we had. taken our overalls off and hung
them up, we blocked up the cracks of the windows and the
skylight above the door with rags and waste and poured some
strong formalin into a shallow dish. We then added some
boiling water to it and left it for the night. When we
returned next morning it was necessary to leave the door and
window open for half an hour before regaining possession
because of the fumes, but when we did all our books, papers
and jars, the table and the floor, were soul-satisfyingly littered
with dead bodies. But in a week's time the thick air of the
outhouse was black with flies again and another gas attack
became necessary.
Before work began each day with the day shift we drank
thick coffee with the station staff. The foreman would tell
us dully how many whales were expected during the day. At
breakfast-time and at midday we ate enormously, ravenously.